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This guide describes how leaders can organize, lead, and implement temple and family history work in

wards and stakes. I't describes how family history can
the salvation of souls. It also describes how leaders can strengthen themselves and others through

participation in the work.

This guide gives details not found in Handbook 2: Administering the Church . It is designed primarily
for members of ward and stake councils with an emphasis on high priests group leaders (or elders
qguorum presidents in wards or branches that do not have a high priests group leader) and high
councilors who have been assigned to coordinate family history. It also contains relevant information on
how family history consultants, stake indexing directors, family history center directors, and area family
history advisers can help ward and stake leaders implement family history efforts.

For administrative purposes, the terms bishop and bishopric in this guide refer also to branch presidents
and branch presidencies. The termsstake president and stake presidency refer also to district

presidents and district presidencies. References to wards and stakes usually apply also to branches,
districts, and missions.

Study and ponder this guide to receive inspiration on how to apply family history work to your personal
life and your ward or stake leadership responsibilities. Use the notes column to record your impressions.
Apply new ideas by either completing the suggested activities or by putting into action the unique
impressions received.

Please tell us what you think of this guide by providing feedback through a
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Notes

ABehold, the time has fully come which was
mouth of Malachi 9 testifying that he [Elijah] should be sent . ...
To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the

children to the fathers. o

Doctrine and Covenants 110:14, 15

The turning of hearts signifies a spiritual awakening as individuals and families
serve their deceased relatives and experience the joy of being active participants
in a fundament al part of Heavenly Fatherds plan of sal
Participation in temple and family history work touches the soul as the Holy
Ghost bears witness to the eternal nature of families.

AElIl ijah came to turn the hearts of the fathers to thei
to the fathers. With that, natural affection between generations began to be
enriched. This restoration was accompanied by what is sometimes called the
Spirit of Elijah & a manifestation of the Holy Ghost bearing witness of the divine
nature of the family. o

0 Elder Russell M. Nelson

Members who engage in this work are inspired to live gospelcentered lives and
are more likely to participate in personal and family prayer, personal and family
scripture study, and regular family home evening. Typically, where the number
of members participating in temple and family history is high, there is also
higher participation in all other Church meetings. 2

il f we do our duty and trust fully in
we will fill His temples, not only doing our

own ordinance work, but also having the
privilege of doing work for others. We will
kneel at sacred altars to be proxies in sealings
that unite husbands and wives and children

for all3eternity.o
fi President Thomas S. Monson

Leaders can use temple and family history work as a means to strengthen
members and their families. Leaders consider ways to use family history in
missionary work, convert retention, member activation, and in teaching the
gospel.
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iNo work is more of a protection to this Ch
family history research that supports it. No work is more spiritually refining.

No work we do gives us more power. No work requires a higher standard of

ri ghteotusness. 0

o President Boyd K. Packer

Elijah returned and gave the keys of the sealing power to the Prophet Joseph

Smith in the Kirtland Temple in 1836. This
has accelerated temple and family history work. Technological advances have

enabled FamilySearch to provide temple and family history records online,

making them easily accessible to members worldwide. Temples are available to

more members in more places.

Church members continue to grow in their capacity to understand the new
technologies and use them to prepare names for the temple. Having more

records accessible to more people, and using new tools that a rising generation
embraces, means that the time has fully come to turn the hearts of His children.

Al repeat, my brothers and si

tremendously significant to me that this

declaration, this repetition of the wondrous

words of Malachi concerning the work for the

dead, was given to the boy Joseph four years
before he was allowed to take the plates from

the hill. It was given before he received either

the Aaronic or Melchizedek Priesthood, before

he was baptized, and well before the Church
was organized. It says much concerning the

priority of this wor% in the

0 President Gordon B. Hinckley




Priesthood leaders provide doctrinal and administrative direction to temple and
family history work. Their direction is essential to lead members to the temple
through family history efforts. Responsibilities include the following:

1 Stake presidents
hold the keys for
this work and
therefore preside
over and direct the
temple and family
history efforts in the
stake.

1 Bishops direct
temple and family
history efforts in the
ward.

T High priests group  \yard and stake leaders can help members receive

leaders coordinate  he plessings of the temple through family history.
the ward coo. oo oo

efforts to encourage
and enable temple and family history work in the ward.

1 Ward council members encourage members in their organizations to:

1 Receive their own temple ordinances and help immediate family
members do the same.

1 Hold a current temple recommend and go to the temple as often as
circumstances and family needs allow. Unendowed adults and
youth ages 12 and older, including new members, are encouraged to
obtain a limited -use temple recommend and be baptized and
confirmed for the dead.

1 Participate in family history work by identifying their deceased
relatives, requesting temple ordinances for them if needed, and
providing the ordinances themselves in the temple if possible.

Notes




Below are three things leaders can do to lead members to the temple through

family history work.

AAnd t hus
Lehi, did discover the
genealogy of his fathers.
.. . He was filled with
the Spirit, and began to
prophesy. 0

0 1 Nephi 5:16 17

Like Lehi, leaders can
quickly discover for
themselves the power of
family history by:

I Studying and
pondering the
doctrine of temple
and family history
work.

1 Viewing records and
preparing
ordinances at
familysearch.org.

1 Performing
ordinances in the
temple for their
deceased relatives.

my

ATr ue
understood, changes
attitudes and
behavéi or . o
0 Boyd K. Packer

Leaders inspire
members to discover the
joy of temple and family
history work by teaching
that it is a fundamental
part of the work of
salvation.

Leaders teach the
doctrine of temple and
family history work and
testify of the blessings of
participating in the

work.

doctri

Leaders work with stake
and ward councils and
with those who have
family history callings to
determine the most
effective means of
inviting members to
participate and the best
way to help them.

Leaders provid e the
necessary resources to
assist members in the
work, including:

i Called and trained
family history
consultants.

1 Family history
classes, eventsand
activities.

1 A family history
center (if decided
upon by the stake).

1 A FamilySearch
indexing effort (if
decided upon by the
stake or ward).



Notes

Read and ponder these additional sources:

Malachi 4:57 6

Ephesians 1:10

Doctrine and Covenants 2
Doctrine and Covenants 110

Doctrine and Covenants 128

Doctrine and Covenants 138
Russel|l M. Nel son, 0 Ge rEssigm May@01G, 91194 n k e &—F—HR—+6—v€706
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Preparing to Enter the Holy Temple (36793)

Register online at priesthood.familysearch.org to receive access to additional

resources specifically for priesthood leaders.




Stake Leadership

Notes
fFor to this end Chri st both died,
mi ght be Lord both of the dead

Romans 14:9

Stake President and His Counselors

The stake president presides over the work of salvation in the stake, which
includes temple and family history work. The stake president and his counselors
set an example by teaching the doctrine of temple and family history work and
testifying of the blessings that come from participating in this work. They
encourage stake members to identify their deceased ancestors and provide
needed temple ordinances for them. They ensure that stake leaders use family
history to help them accomplish stake goals. They direct temple and family
history efforts and events in their stake councils.

The stake presidency may assign one or more high councilors to oversee temple
and family history work. Below is an example of how family history is organized
at the stake level.

. : < — — Serve as resources
Presides over the work of salvation to the stake

High Councilor

Instructs high priests group leaders and coordinates
stake family history centers and indexing efforts

' v

High Priests Stake Indexing Family History
Group Leaders Director Center Director

Coordinate

ward temple and = Coordinates Oversees family
famll%c/f history indexing efforts history center
etforts

Stake Councils

Temple and family history work can help stake councils in the many aspects of
the work of salvation. Stake councils do the following:

1 Assist with stake temple and family history plans, goals, or events.

1 Determine how family history can help stake auxiliaries accomplish the
work of salvation.

1 Determine how traditional stake activities such as stake service projects,
celebrations, youth conferences, and young adult activities can be enriched
by incorporating family history efforts into the events.




| i i Not
High Councilor Assigned to otes

: : High Councilor
Temple and Family History

Work Instructs high priests
The high councilor (or councilors) assigned to group leaders
temple and family history work coordinates

temple and family history efforts in the stake.

He oversees family history work in three Coordinates

ways. FamilySearch indexing

Instructs High Priests Group Leaders

He instructs high priests group and elders
guorum leaders in their temple and family
history responsibilities and ensures that the
stake, wards, and quorums are organized to
do the work.

Coordinates stake
resources

Coordinates FamilySearch Indexing

If the stake chooses to organize a stake FamilySearch indexing program, the
high councilor oversees the program. He recommends an individual to be called
as the stake indexing director.

Coordinates Stake
Resources

He oversees all family history
centers in the stake. He
recommends individuals to
be called as family history
center directors. He makes
assignments to wards,
through high priests group
leaders, to provide family
history consultants to staff
family history centers in the

. . . R stake. For multistake family
The high councilor coordinates family history history centers, high

in the stake. He instructs ward leaders and councilors from participating
reports regularly to the stake presidency. stakes work together to help
oversee the center and
provide consultants and
funds. He also works with the stakeds public affairs r
the community in family history events.

In stakes where there is strong leader participation in family history, including
strong participation by high councilors , name submissions to the temple are
double the average of stakes that do not have much leader participation?




Notes

FamilySearch Indexing

FamilySearch indexing is a way for the Church to make its immense collection
of genealogical records available to the public. Volunteers use the tools available
at familysearch.org to create easily searchable indexes to the records.

Indexing can be done by virtually anyone, young and old, and touches the lives
of both those who index and those who use the indexed records.

Here are some of the benefits of indexing:
1 It provides a way to more quickly search for and find ancestors.

1 It provides opportunities for service. Members, including those who are less
active, homebound, or elderly, can do indexing in their homes.

1 Itis an excellent opportunity for youth and young adults to participate in
family history work.

; e

FamilySearch indexing touches the lives of those who index as well as those
whose use the indexed records.

Indexing in Stakes and Wards

If the stake chooses to establish an organized FamilySearch indexing effort, it is
coordinated by the high councilor who
oversees family history work in the stake. He
recommends to the stake presidency an
individual to be called as the stake indexing
director. Assistant directors may also be
called. The director helps coordinate member
indexing efforts and is given program rights to
keep track of local participation and provide
regular updates to the high councilor.

Members may be called to serve as indexers.
They are called at the ward level and directed
at the stake level.

Wards may choose to organize a ward
indexing effort if there is no structured
FamilySearch indexing effort in the stake. The
organization of the effort is under the
discretion of ward leaders.

Indexing provides service

Stake and ward leaders organize indexing .
opportunities for many.

efforts in a way that best fits the needs of



members. Here are some ways leaders can help indexing efforts: Notes

1 Encourage members to volunteer and participate whether on their own or
as part of an organized effort.

1 Assign consultants or youth to help ward members learn indexing.

A teenager explains how participating in indexing blesses her life:

il know that | 6m helping to find peopte that—mayb
the chance to have their work done. l +t 8s co
donét go to the temple for them myself|, | can hel

dln Mindy Raye Hadlame Bew &falMay2009;18 g

Family History Centers

The Church has established thousands of family history centers throughout the
world. Leaders use family history centers as a resource to bless the lives of
members as well as to provide a valuable service to the community.

Family history centers operate under priesthood direction. The assigned high
councilor responsible for temple and family history work, under the direction of
the stake presidency, oversees all family history centers in the stake.

Family history centers
give members and
community patrons
access to:

1 Genealogical
resources.

1 Classes and
workshops.

T One-on-one
assistance.

As stake leaders look to

accomplish specific

public affairs goals, they

view family history g Family history centers are a valuable resource to
centers as a unique an Church members and the community. Centers give

impactful means of o
enhancing th ¢ patrons access to family history resources.

position in the local

community. Approximately 60 percent of the patrons who use family history
centers are not members. The following quote from a community patron is an
example of the blessings of family history centers:

il think the center i's just fant astd—c and | | ov
records from Salt Lake City. . . . When | find something, | wish | could
say o6l found it,o® but it is |ike God put it ther

but one of the things | really do feel in my heart is that this is

somet hing that God wants done. 0
0l n LaRene Porter GaNentl,s pEdsigmoAufoy993i24st or y

















































